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Ruth’s Loyalty 

• “Don’t urge me to leave you or turn back from 
you.  Where you go I will go, and where you 
stay I will stay.  Your people will become my 
people and your God my God.  Where you die I 
will die, and there I will be buried.” (p. 92) 

• “Yet there she is—a widow from enemy 
territory in Bethlehem with a desolate woman 
whose God has apparently abandoned her.” 
(p. 93) 



A Lower Story View… 

• Naomi and her husband made a poor decision 
to settle in pagan country 

• Her sons violated God’s teaching not to marry 
anyone from another nation 

• It made no sense for Ruth to travel with her 
mother-in-law to Bethlehem 

• “When things get a little fuzzy, God us usually 
up to something.” (p. 93) 



Naomi the Matchmaker 



Wings of Protection 

• Psalm 36:5-9 

• Psalm 57:1 

• Malachi 4:1-2 

• Matthew 23:37 



Outsiders 

• Rahab- an outsider 

• Boaz- an outsider 

• Ruth- an outsider 

 

• What about you?   

• Galatians 3:26-4:7 

• God uses outsiders! 



God is Faithful 

• “In the Lower Story, Naomi thought her life 
was over; she believed that God had given up 
on her.  She was mistaken.  Naomi took her 
grandson and cuddled him in her lap, living 
proof of the God who never abandoned her.  
The little heir’s name was Obed, which simply 
means ‘worker.’ Naomi was forced to sell the 
land because she was unable to work it.  God 
has provided for the worker she needed to 
tend to her Lower Story ground.” (p. 95) 



Jesus 

• Jesus is the ultimate Guardian-Redeemer.  He 
redeems by his wings of forgiveness which 
covers all, even outsiders. [My Edit] 



Ruth and Naomi 

• A son to redeem the land (Obed) 

• A son to redeem the world (Jesus) 




