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Epiteme, Article XI: Election 517

XI.
Concerning the Eternal Predestination and Election of God

On this article there has been no public conflict among the theologians of the 1
Augsburg Confession.” However, because it is an article of comfort when
properly treated, it is also explained in this document so that no offensive dis-
pute may arise in the future.

Affirmative Theses AW .hyﬂ gren (e
The Pure, True Teaching concerning This Article ﬂﬁ.ﬁv\.

1. First of all, the difference between praescientia and pracdestinatio, that is, 2
between God’s foreknowledge and his eternal election, must be carefully noted.

2. God’s foreknowledge is nothing else than that God knows all things 3
before they happen, as it is written, “God in heaven reveals mysteries. He has
disclosed to King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in future times” (Dan.
2[:28]).

3. This foreknowledge extends equally over godly people and evil people, 4
but it is not a cause of evil. It is not the cause of sins, when people act wrong-
ly (sin proceeds originally from the devil and the wicked, perverted human
will), nor of human corruption, for which people are responsible themselves.
Instead, God’s foreknowledge provides order in the midst of evil and sets lim-
its to it. It determines how long evil can continue and determines also that
everything, even if it is evil in itself, serves the welfare of God’s elect.

4. Praedestingtio, however, or God’s eternal election, extends only to the 5
righteous, God-pleasing children of God. It is a cause of their salvation, which
God brings about. He has arranged everything that belongs to it. Our salvation
is so firmly grounded on it [cf. John 10:26-29] that “the gates of hell will not
prevail against it” [Matt. 16:18]. ,

5. This election is not to be probed in the secret counsel of God but rather )6
is to be sought in the Word, where it has also been revealed.

6. However, the Word of God leads us to Christ, who is the “Book of Life” 7
[Phil. 4:3; Rev. 3:5], in whom are inscribed and chosen all who shall be eter-
nally saved, as it is written, “He chose us in Christ before the foundation of the
world” [Eph. 1:4].

7. This Christ calls all sinners to himself and promises them refreshment. 8
He is utterly serious in his desire that all people should come to him and seek
help for themselves [cf. Matt. 11:28; 1 Tim. 2:4]. He offers himself to them in
the Word. He desires them to hear the Word and not to plug their ears or
despise his Word. To this end he promises the power and activity of the Holy
Spirit, divine assistance in remaining faithful and attaining eternal salvation.

74. On the background of this article, see SD XI, 641, n. 318, below,



